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known in the islands, their remoteness and inaccessibility having
kept them free of infection. Malaria is non-existent owing to
the absence of the malaria-carrying mosquito. Dysentery
(amoebic) and frambcesia, dengue fever, hookworm and maladies
due to intestinal parasites are common. Skin diseases are more
temporarily disfiguring than serious. The prevalence of
framboesia has been diminished by treatment with salvarsan.
Intestinal parasites affect 90 per cent, of the population and
hookworm between 40 and 50 per cent. Venereal disease is
known but is not prevalent. Leprosy is rare and cases are as
far as possible segregated. The public health of the inhabitants
of the island of Yap causes the authorities considerable anxiety
on account of the prevalence of tuberculosis. Every effort is
being" made to combat the malady, but with little success ; and
in 1929, 55 per cent, of the deaths amongst the inhabitants were
due to tuberculosis in some form or other and 44 per cent, to
tuberculosis of the lungs. The death rate from the disease is
30 per i ,000.
The South Sea islands of Micronesia vary much in formation
and in appearance.    Those of the Mariana group are .moun-
tainous with active volcanoes.    In the Marshall archipelago, on
the contrary, none of the islands rises more than a few feet above
the level of the sea, being atolls of coral formation with a central
lagoon surrounded by an encircling reef dotted with islands,
The lagoon of Taluit is twenty-five miles in circumference.   In
these coral islands the vegetation is limited to trees and plants
that will flourish in brackish water and support strong sea winds.
The coco-nut palm predominates and is often the only source of
food supply, .The principal islands of the Caroline archipelago,
with the exception of the Palau group, are of basalt formation
and are densely forested, but round their shores and in their
vicinity reefs and coral islands have sprung up, forming at places
not only barriers  that create sheltered anchorages  but even
separate and distinct clusters of islands.    The Palau group, in
the western Carolines, is of volcanic origin and the islands are
remarkable for their broken coast line and for the number of small
conical wooded islets clustered in the straits that separate them.
Here again the land is forest-clad, but there is a much greater
variety of vegetation than is found elsewhere and the scenery i$
very attractive.    A coral reef encircles the group.    In all the
.islands there is a very noticeable absence of animal and bird life,
The wild boar and the wild goat are the descendants of domestic

